The New Americans

What are some concerns Americans have about

immigration?

' The poem "The New Colossus” is engraved
on a bronze plaque at the base of the Statue

of Liberty. It contains the famous lines “Give

me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of
your teeming shore.” Many people entering the
United States for the first time over a century ago
were greeted with these words.

2 Qver the past HOO years, our nation has seen
millions of immigrants. Most began to arrive from
Europe and from Africa. Some were adventurers
and wealthy landowners. Others came as slaves
or servants. Some were high officials. As more
immigrants seftled here, the country came to be
organized as the United States. As recently as

50 years ago, most of our immigrant population
came from Europe. Today, immigrants come
from almost every country in the world.

3 How do immigrants become citizens of the
U.S.? Becoming a citizen takes a lot of patience.
It also requires a good deal of studying and
persistence. Family based immigration allows
immediate relatives of U.S. citizens to get visas.
Employment based visas are options for some,
but visa numbers are limited by the skill set of the
worker,

4 People fleeing persecution may seek asylum
as refugees. This means that America is willing

to offer a safe haven for a certain number of
immigrants who are in danger. This number

is limited to 70,000 people per year, but the
number of people hoping to become American
citizens is staggering. In 2011, 15.5 million
immigrants were naturalized citizens. More than
I3 million were legal permanent residents, and
['1.1 million were unauthorized migrants.

5 Those who have held legal residence for at
least five years can qualify for full citizenship.
They must be at least eighteen years old.

They have to show continuous residency and
“good moral character,” as well as pass English
language, civics, and history exams.
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¢ Immigrants come bringing their religious
and cultural traditions with them. Some new
arrivals adjust quickly, while others maintain the
customs of their homelands. Immigrants can be
welcomed as ready sources of labor. They can
also be seen as competition for scarce jobs and
the cause of lowered wages and benefits for
American workers.

7 One source of controversy is the millions

of migrant workers who do not have legall
residency. Some Americans see offering these
migrant workers a path o citizenship as a fair
first move in reforming immigration laws. Others
believe that when there are so many people
who have waited years for a legal path to
citizenship, it is not right to award those who
have not followed the laws.

&  Another issue is how to handle immigrants
who illegally cross the nation’s border. Should we
open a path of citizenship to them? While plenty
of people believe that we should give amnesty
to these immigrants, there are just as many who
believe we should not. Others think that we
should make sure our border patrol is strong while
still providing assistance to those who wish 1o
become residents of the United States.

9 Since ifs birth more than 200 years ago,
people have wanted to become citizens of a
country that will offer them a better life. They
come from all over the world and arrive by

boat, by plane, or on foot. However immigration
controversies are resolved, we can all benefit
from the many different cultures immigrants bring
to America to enrich our own perspectives.



NAME

I. Reread the lines in paragraph | from “The New Colossus” that appear on the Statue
of Liberty. If you were a new immigrant to this country, would this poem make you feel
welcomed? Explain,

2. How are the backgrounds of immigrants today different than they were 50 years ago”?

3. What does the word confroversy mean in paragraph 77?

4. Why would someone seek asylum in the U.S. as a refugee?

5. Do you think the author does a good job of showing both sides of the controversy
surrounding immigration? Use examples from the text to support your answer.

6. Do you know the immigration history of your family? Tell what you do know, including
where your family came frommn and when they arrived in this country. If you do not know
anything about your family’s immigration history, explain how you could find out.
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Starting Over

Will Chantale’s brother be able fo emigrate from
Haiti and join his family in America?

' Chantale sighed and squirmed slightly on the
gray metal folding chair. No matter how she sat,
there was no way to get comfortable. Her legs
were practically numb from sitting for nearly two
hours in the uncomfortable seats.

2 Both Chantale and Mrs. Jean-Louis had been
dreading this visit. Chantale disliked having to
franslate for her mother, who was uncomfortable
in her English-speaking abilities in public.
Something about the powerlessness her mother
felt because she couldn’t speak for herself made
Chantale extremely uncomfortable. Mrs. Jean-
Louis had dreaded the trip because she was
anxious. There was nothing more important to
her than reuniting her family, yet she had little
confidence that the mounds of paperwork
would ever result in her son being granted
permission to move to the United States.

3 Chantale slouched again, trying to get
comfortable. Just then, the heavy door at the
corner of the waiting room opened and a
woman with a tired face called “Jean-Louis?
Violine Jean-Louis?” She mispronounced the
last name, but Chantale hurriedly stood up and
nudged her mother.

4 Sitting inside the smalll, cramped office,
Chantale and Mrs. Jean-Louis waited patiently
for Ms. Washington fo sort through some
paperwork on her desk and type for a moment
at her computer. Finally, she faced them. “Tell
me what I can do for you foday,” she said,
smiling unexpectedly. “You want to bring your
son ... Edgard, I believe . . . o the United States
from Haiti. Is that correct?” she asked.

5 Mrs. Jean Louis looked at Chantale and
nodded. She understood English and actually

could speak it fairly well, too, but her confidence,

especially in official circumstances, was lacking.
She turned to Chantale and spoke in rapid
French, her hand resting on her daughter’s arm.

¢ "My mom wants me to tell you that Edgard
is all alone. He was married but lost his wife
and son in the earthquake in 2010. He has
never recovered from his losses and needs

to be with his family. He needs a fresh start, a
new beginning. She says that Edgard is a quick
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learner and a hard worker, that he will be an
asset to America.”

7 “I'm so sorry for your losses,” said Ms.
Washington. I remember hearing about the
horrors that accompanied that earthquake.” She
turned to her computer screen. *Mrs. Jean-Louis,
is it correct that you immigrated to the United
States in 2008, along with your husband, Georges
and daughter, Chantale?” Chantale’s mother
nodded, and Ms. Washington continued. “And
all three of you have green cards?” she asked.
Mrs. Jean-Louis nodded again, reaching for her
purse.

8 Ms. Washington put up a hand. "I don’t
need fo see if right now, ” she said kindly, *I'm
just checking to see that the information I have
is correct. As a green card holder, you may
petition fo have an unmarried son or daughter
of any age immigrate to the United Staftes and
become a permanent resident. We'll need to
start by having you fill out Form I-130, Petition for
an Alien Relative. We'll need proof of your status
as a permanent resident, as well as evidence of
your relationship with Edgard Jean-Louis.”

9 Ms. Washington continued to go over the
requirements and necessary documents needed
for Edgard’s immigration. Chantale translated
when necessary, but she was distracted by

the look on her mother’s face. It was hope,

and it was something Chantale had stopped
associating with her mom years ago. When
Chantale and Mrs. Jean-Louis stepped out into
the sunshine half an hour later, the same look of
peace was still on her face.

0 “You have your phone?” asked Mrs. Jean-
Louis, hugging her daughter with one arm.
Chantale nodded and handed her phone to
her mom. A moment later, her mother smiled.
“Edgard?” she began.

Office of
Immigration k
| O




NAME

. How are Chantale’s and Mrs. Jean-Louis’s feelings at the beginning of the story different?

. How does Mrs. Jean-Louis change during the course of the story?

. If the story continued, what do you think would happen next?

. Which of these best describes the main idea of the story?

A Haitian-American girl named Chantale is bothered by having to translate for
her mother.

A young Haitian man loses his wife and son in an earthquake.

A Haitian woman and her daughter visit the Office of Immigration to find out how
to help the woman’s adult son immigrate to the United States.

. This story is told from the narrator’s point of view. How do you think it would be different if
it were told from Mrs. Washington’s point of view?

. Do you think that immigrants should be allowed to petition for family memibers to come
to the United States as permanent residents? Why or why not?
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New Neighbor, Nuevo Amigo

Will Alexander and Leonardo find a way to
communicate?

*Alexander, did you finish your homework?”

2 “No worries, Mom, it’s all done,” said
Alexander as he sprinted out the kitchen door
with a soccer ball in his hands.

3 If his parents let him, he would have gladly
skipped dinner to keep on practicing as the sky
turned dusky and the sun started to set. Usually,
he would practice his drills by himself, since his
little sister showed no interest at all in the game
he loved. But today was different; something
happened that changed his routine. Today
Alexander met Leonardo.

% Alexander’s mom said that the house next
door had finally sold, and a couple and their son
from Villavicencio, Columbia, were moving in.
She told Alexander that the son was about his
age. It had been a week, but Alexander had yet
to see Leonardo.

5 Alexander was known among his classmates
for being outgoing. "Alexander could strike up
a conversation with a goalpost,” his coach was
fond of saying.

¢ Alexander crossed the yard and rapped
confidently at the cheery red door, and almost
immediately Leonardo appeared. “Hi, my name
is Alexander,” Alexander said, as he extended his
hand to Leonardo.

7 Leonardo smiled shyly and shook Alexander’s
hand. “Leonardo . . . my name is Leonardo, ” said
the dark haired boy quieftly.

8 “I'haven’t seen you around school yet, have
you started? Do you play any sports? How do
you like the neighborhood?” Alexander started
spewing questions to a wide-eyed Leonardo.

9 Leonardo just shook his head and looked
uncomfortable. Uh oh, thought Alexander, [
don’t think he understands me. He held up his
soccer ball to Leonardo and said, "Do you want
to play?” hoping Leonardo would understand
the gesture, if not the words. The grin on
Leonardo’s face was the answer,

0 "I play in Villavicencio,” said Leonardo.
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' “Great!” responded Alexander “Let’s go!”

12 Alexander and Leonardo started passing
the soccer ball back and forth between their
two yards. Alexander could fell right away that
Leonardo was a talented player, better than he
was himself. The hour sped by, and Alexander’s
mom called out that dinner was ready.
Alexander stopped playing and pantomimed
putting a fork to his mouth and chewing. "It’s
time for dinner,” he said regretfully.

13 Leonardo understood and repeated the
senfence, “It's time for dinner.”

" “Exactly,” said Alexander, “It’s time for
dinner. Can we play again fomorrow after
school?” Alexander asked, hoping Leonardo
would understand.

15 Alexander could fell Leonardo wasn’t sure
when he shrugged his shoulders. Then, Alexander
got a greatidea, "Come with me!” Alexander
excitedly grabbed onfto Leonardo’s t-shirt and
pulled him toward his house.

16 Alexander took Leonardo to his room and
started rummaging through his bookshelf. "1
have a Spanish dictionary here somewhere,” he
muttered to himself. A moment later, he found
the small orange book and looked up the words
for fomorrow, affer, and school.

17 Alexander looked directly at Leonardo, held
up the soccer ball, and said manana, despué
de, and la escuela. He had no idea if what he
said really franslated into what he intended,
and he was relieved when Leonardo smiled and
eagerly nodded his head.

18 “Manana!” Alexander repeated.

9 “Manana!” agreed Leonardo.




NAME

I. Name one way in which Alexander and Leonardo are different and one way in which
they are similar.

2. Give two examples of ways that the boys found to communicate with one another.

3. In paragraph 5, it says that *Alexander could strike up a conversation with a goalpost.”
What does this mean? What does it tell you about Alexander’s personality?

4. How do you think Leonardo feels when he first meets Alexander? Use examples from the
story to support your answer,

5. On the lines below, write a brief summary of paragraph 3.

6. In paragraph 12, what does panfomimed mean?

7. Tell about a time when you used something other than spoken language to
communicate with someone.
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